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Today’s themes 

PAWS Identification 
Benefits of gradual 

restoration 
Principles of restoration 

 



What do we mean by  PAWS? 

v  Ancient Semi Natural 
Woodland: man managed 

v  Species selection altered 

v  Speed & scale altered 

 



Identifying PAWS 

 

Sources of information include 
v  SNH Ancient Woodland Inventory  
v  FCS Land Information Search 
v  Old maps 
v  Aerial photos 

To back up what you see on the ground 
 



Why gradually restore PAWS? 
•  UKWAS might be a driver 



Why gradually restore PAWS? 
•  Landscape impact 

  



Why gradually restore PAWS? 
Biodiversity 

v  woodlands are our richest terrestrial 
habitat 

v  UK has an international obligation to 
identify & protect special features 

 



Why gradually restore PAWS? 

Community benefits 
• Town settings 
• Opportunities for 
involvement 
• Appropriate scale 
for rural 
development 



Why gradually restore PAWS? 

•  Focus efforts on 
PAWS 

•  Easing towards Low 
Impact Silvicultural 
Systems 

•  Growing broadleaf 
timber 

Silvicultural Satisfaction 



Why gradually restore PAWS? 

Owners’ motivations are 
likely to be a mixture 



Why gradually restore 
PAWS 

“bulge” of 
first 
rotation 
PAWS 

fragility of 
remnants & 
seedbanks 

NOW? 



Principles of PAWS restoration 

•  Aiming at a process, 
rather than absolutes 

•  Main aim is the 
conservation of ancient 
woodland features 
rather than the 
conversion to native 
woodland 



Gradual Restoration: how? 
Survey 

•  Check for remnants 
 deadwood 
 trees & under storey 
 flora (www.nwdg.org.uk) 
 archaeology 

 



Hotspots 
 
•  Ride sides  
•  Stand and 

woodland edges 
•  Watercourses 

Scattered 
remnants 

Patterns of survival 
Gradual Restoration: how? 



Prioritising action: 
Establishing threat levels  

 

Secure 

Threatened 

 Critical 

 



Prioritising Action 

•  Haloing 

•  Local thinning 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Small scale work over large areas is the 

Scotland-wide priority 
 

First steps 

 



Prioritising action 

•  Operations still small scale 
•  Gradual shift to native trees 
•  Opening up features 
•  Releasing natural 

regeneration 
•  Living with windblow 

Restoration 



Prioritising Actions 

•  Deer &  
 other herbivores 

•  Invasives 
•  Wind firmness 
•  Access Difficulties 

Site specific issues 



Prioritising action 

•  Monitor what  
 you do 

•  Be prepared 
 to fine tune 
 your approach 

•  Be aware of  
 research 



To conclude 
•  The rush is to start, not to finish 
•  The “gradual approach” provides a toolkit 
•  The default option should be to use the tool 

kit 
•  Need for more awareness of the techniques 
•  Use SRDP to fund the required work : WIGs, 

Forest Environment Payments, Improving the 
Economic Value of Forests, Corrective Actions 
etc. 


